information Booklet 
Schedule of Events & More! 


Booklet sponsored by the Rogue River Kiwanis Club and the Rooster Crow Committee 


On behalf of the Kiwanis Club 
and Rooster Crow Committee of 
Rogue River, welcome to the annual 
National Rooster Crow weekend — 
the 70th such event carrying on the 
community tradition of wonderful, 
family-focused fun with all sorts of 
activities. On Saturday, there’s the 
parade, a laugh-filled Human Crow, 
and real deal Rooster Crow 
Contests. Then, on Sunday it’s time 
to enjoy the Classic Car Show. 

We thank the many volunteers 
from the city and nearby area who 


have worked together to present a 
wide variety of activities for your 
enjoyment. We’d also like to 
acknowledge the many local 
businesses and civic organizations 
that have supported the publication 
of this booklet from which its 
advertising proceeds allow your 
Kiwanis Club to continue to serve 
the youth of Rogue River, Evans 
Valley, and Wimer. Please patronize 
these folks whenever possible. 

Their advertising allows us to: 

e Offer scholarships for 
deserving Rogue River area 
graduating seniors. 

e Recognize Rogue River Jr./Sr. 
High School and South Valley 
Academy Students of the Month. 

° Provide a safe house on 
Halloween at the Live Oak Grange 
with games and snacks. 


° Continue to be a major 
supporter of the Rogue River 
Community Center’s Christmas 
Food and Gift program. 

¢ Hold the popular community 
Easter Egg Hunt at Beck Field on the 
Saturday before Easter. 

° And so much more! 

If you are a community-focused, 
good-hearted, and _ fun-loving 
person, please consider joining us 
in our efforts. Members of the club 
will be at the Crow events all 
weekend, especially at our Kiwanis 
trailer selling soft serve ice cream 
and drinks. Stop by and say, “Hi.” 
We'd enjoy meeting you. 

Have a terrific weekend! 


Roger Harris 

President, 2022 . 

Rogue River Kiwanis Club 

P.O. Box 35 © Rogue River @ 97537 


THE ROGUE RIVER 
KIWANIS CLUB 


Serving the Children of our Community 


Rogue River Kiwanis Club meets Wednesdays 
at the Live Oak Grange 


Every Wednesday ait 12:30 PM for lunch 


Come and Join Us! 


LOOK FOR THE KIWANIS TRAILER SERVING 
SOFT SERVE ICE CREAM and WATER. 


RRKiwanis.org | i i Find us on Facebook 
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‘THANK YOU! 


Gold Sponsors 


Abby’s Pizza Inn 
City of Rogue River 
Collect Northwest 
Dean Stirm - State Farm Insurance 
Evergreen Federal Savings & Bank 
First Community Credit Union 
Grants Pass Toyota . 
KOBI/ NBC 5 
Main Building Supply 
Murphy Company 
PacifiCorp 
Ray's Food Place (C & K Market, Inc.) 
Southern Oregon Sanitation 
Subway 
Tailholt Coffee 
Tarasco’'s 
Umpqua Bank 


Silver Sponsors 
All Well & Pump Service 
Avista 
Baci’s Pizza & Pasta 
CPI (formerly Copeland Paving) 
Redline Engraving 


Bronze Sponsors 
Bee Gee’s Diner 
Rogue Express 

Rogue River Fire District 

Rogue River Spirits 


Supporters 
River Station 
Rogue River Chiropractic 
Rogue River Community Center 
Southern Oregon Water Tech. 


Special Recognition 
A-ONE Exterminators 


Club Northwest Rogue River Chiropractic 
Cub Scout Pack 27 Roe Motors y 
Cub Scout Pack 29 Rogue River Community Center 
Finish Line Rogue River Family Practice 
Howard Signery Southern Oregon Water Tech. 


Kiwanis Rogue River Pharmacy 
Massage by Adrianne Reardon, LMT Tailholt Hope 
Pam VanArsdale Wimer Market 
Redneck Sticker N Design Woodville Saloon 


River Station 
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The City of Rogue River Welcome’s you to the ; 
“70th Annual Rogue River National 


Rooster Crowing Contest” = 
| “70 Years And Rogue River is Stil Crowing” ~~ 
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2023 ROOSTER CROW GRAND MARSHAL: 


ANDY & SHERRY PRUDHON 


Brian Mortensen 
Rogue River Press 


Service has always 
been a part of Andy and 
Sherry Prudhon's lives in 
Rogue River. There is the 
love you feel for your 
children, that which you 
may bring to other 
people's children, and 
there is the love and 
kinship one feels for their 
brothers in arms. These 
dual cords of charity 
form the basis of what 
the Prudhons are about 
and why they have been 
named , the. Grand 
Marshals’ of the 2023 
Rooster Crow Parade. 
The Prudhons are the 
sort of folks you FEEL 
have been in_ the 
community forever, like 
natives, but Andy and 
Sherry's story in Rogue 
River began in 1997. Or 
maybe it was in 1978 
when Sherry, born in 
Oakland and raised in 
communities on the East 


Bay in Northern 
California, arrived in 
Rogue River. 


Andy Prudhon was 
born in the Northeast, in 
Connecticut. "i was born 


in Connecticut, but my. 


parents moved to the 
San Francisco Bay Area 
when | was six," he said, 


"so | don't know 
anything about 
Connecticut." 

Sherry Prudhon 


moved to Rogue River in 
'78 and stayed for four 
years before returning to 
California. 

The Prudhons both 
might have grown up in 
Northern California but 
met in Rogue River. "She 
picked me up in a bar," 
Andy said. "We met at 
the Homestead," Sherry 
clarified. “We were 
flirting across the bar," 
Andy said. “Are you 
recording us," Sherry 
asked. Of course! "Our 
friends were playing in 
the band, and that's why 
we were both there. 
That's why | was there," 
Andy said. 

Andy Prudhon served 
in the U.S. Marines and is 
a Vietnam veteran. 

The interview took 
place in the 
auditorium/lunch room 
at Rogue River 
Junior/Senior High 
School (RRJSHS), where 
the Prudhons would help 
announce the first-ever 
recipients of the Tailholt 


Hope Scholarships. 
Tailholt Hope is the 
community service 


organization that began 
in the wake of the city's 


Veterans of Foreign Wars 
(VFW) Post 4016, losing 
its charter in the state 
and national 
organization. Andy was a 
member of the Post, and 
Sherry was a dynamic 
member of the Post's 
auxiliary. The auxiliary, 
for years, presented 
thousands of dollars in 
scholarship funds to 
RRJSHS graduates. 

"This is why | do this," 
Andy Prudhon said. "l 
saw the real-life 
experience of un- 
educated people. This 
was in Vietnam, the 
citizens, 'the ones | was 
there to get rid of.' The 
ones who were _in- 
doctrinated by the, | 
guess they'd call them 
socialists today, and | 
don't want that to 
happen here," he said. 
"It put a huge imprint on 
the rest of my life, really." 

Sherry Prudhon said 


Powering 


your greatness. 


rh 
6 ann 
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she helps others just 
because it is what she 
did as the parent of three 
children. 

"Both of us, 
sometimes for the same 
reason, and a little bit of 


the same reason and 


different reasons, do 
what we do to help 
others." 

As it always seems to 
be when it happens, 
Sherry Prudhon said it 
was a "Surprise" when 
she and Andy were 
called and told they were 
this year's Grand 
Marshals. 

"We never expected 
to be recognized for it," 
she said. "You're a little 
bit surprised. Very 
honored, though." 

"She told me of the 
call," Andy said of being 
notified. "| wasn't even 
paying attention. | was 
like, ‘Oh, yeah, right.’ She 
said, ‘No, really!'" 


PACIFIC POWER 


SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
ANNUAL ROOSTER CROW - 2023 


FRIDAY, JUNE 23: 


4:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
Annual Rooster Crow Kick-Off Dinner 
Rogue River Community Center 
133 Broadway 
Sponsored by.the Rooster Crow Committee 


SATURDAY, JUNE 24: 


3 10:00 am 
Rooster Crow Parade 
Line up at the Woodville Shopping Center 


2 11:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Live Entertainment performed by the 
“Don West Band” 
Wocaville Museum Bandstand 


’ 12:00 pm 
Cal-Ore Hydroplane Racers Time Trials 
John F. Fleming Park 


SUNDAY, JUNE 25: 


3 9:00 am 
Rooster Crow Car Show 
for Pre-1975 Vehicles 


4 10:00 am 
“Church at the Crow” 
Pastor Rodger Coale - Cowboy Church 


2 
6:00 pm — 8:00 pm 
Live Entertainment performed by 
“JD the Singing Barber” 
Woodville Museum Gazebo 


4 2:00 pm 
Human Rooster Crow Contest 
Rooster Crow Arena 


4 2:30 pm 0 
National Rooster Crowing'.;ontest 
Rooster Crow Arena 


4:00 pm - 5:30 pm 
4 Old Time Fiddlers 
Rooster Crow Pavilion 


Live Entertainment All Day 


7 12:00 pm 
Cal-Ore Hydroplane Racers 
Main Event Races 
John F. Fleming Park 


Live Entertainment All Day 
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ROOSTER 
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Woodville 
Shopping 
Center 


Glassick Dr. 


RIVER RACERS RETURN 


by Brian Mortensen 
Rogue River Press 


The Rooster Crow 
Weekend was just start- 
ing to be complete in 
2019 with the re-addi- 
tion of the Cal-Ore River 
Racers' time trials and 
races from Rogue River 
to Twin Bridges before 
COVID-19 hit. 

The River Racers 
never stopped, by the 
way. -Even in 2020, the 
circuit of hydroplane rac- 
ers had two races. 

The circuit's stop, as 
always, 
event. Time trials on 
which the racers test out 


is a two-day: 


their boats and motors 
will start at about noon 
on Saturday, June 24. The 
time trials fit in between 
the time of the Rooster 
Crow Parade and the 
events at Rooster Park. 
The race will be held on 
Sunday, June 25, also 
starting around noon. 

"We plan on putting 
on a good race," Bryan 
Dickerson, a racer in, his 
eighth season, said ear- 
lier this month. 


Through the _ first 


weekend of June, the cir- 
cuit raced at Hoopa in 
California, the Boatnik in 
Grants Pass, and Agness 


on the far lower Rogue 
River. 

Ryan Richardson, who 
finished fifth at Rogue 
River the last time the 
races were held during 
Rooster Crow weekend, 
is the defending 2022 
River Racers champion. 
He got a good start to 
2023 by winning at the 
Boatnik in Grants Pass. 

Roger Sanderson, 


with the famous B-200 


I 6 ee ee a ae 


Cal-Ore Racers are back for Rooster Crow, first time since 2019. 


boat, who has won the 
series five years ina row 
between 2016 to 2020, 
won both the race and 
time trial in 2017. One of 
his only losses during the 
2016 season was when 
Jesse Reinhart won in 
Rogue River that season. 
Cameron Kirkland, the 
2019 series runner-up, 
won in Rogue River on 
Rooster Crow weekend 


See RACERS page 12 _ 


Now open more hours 


M-F Z/am-©pm 
Sat Sam- Dom 
Sun 


MAIN 


BUILDING SUPPLY | 


Enoravinod & Promotions 


Cowing Roque River Gince 1995 


am - pm Thank you Koeue Kiucr for 20 years! 


Happy 70th 
Rooster Crow! 


We love our fabulous customers! 


’ / 
ww. RedlineEngravingd.com 


CAT 29.2652 
; ) 9JOLZ OVO. 


SERVING YOU LOCALLY 


Headquartered in Southern Oregon, Evergreen Federal Bank 
has been helping people buy, build, remodel, and refinance 
their homes for over 89 YEARS. 


In Rogue River: 

101 Pine St: 541-582-0512 

Toll Free: 800-275-6148 

www.evergreenfederal.bank GR 


ROOSTER CROW CAR SHOW 


The Rooster Crow Car Show highlights pre-1975 vehicles on Sunday, June 25 


SUE 
« ——N'— 


(54 1) 299- 0759 
info@rednecksticker.com 


SOFT SERVE ICE CREAM IN 
VANILLA, CHOCOLATE & SWIRL. 
ALSO, STRAWBERRY, PINEAPPLE 
& SWIRL DOLE WHIPS! 


Pizza & Pasta 
— 8 8=— (sr 


The annual car show, 
that had been a part of 
every Rogue River Roos- 
ter Crow celebration, is 
back this year. 

The show is on Sun- 
day, June 25, the final 
day of the weekend 
event. 

Highlighting vehicles 
from pre-1975, registra- 


‘COME VISIT US THIS WEEKEND TO TRY OuR 


NEW CHOCOLATE BROWNIE BITES 


Law FOR« A SPECIAL aeons CROW WEEKEND PRICE! 


ir Facet Kk page” 


510E MAIN STREET ° e 82- ‘O508 * WWW.BACISPIZZA.COM 
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tion begins the event 
runs from 7:00 a.m. to 
9:00 a.m., with the event 
underway at 9:00 a.m. 
The location of the Car 
Show is East Main Street 
and Pine Street (at the 4- 
way stop) in downtown 
Rogue River. 

There is an entry fee 
of $20 per vehicle. 

"It's open to cars and 
trucks," John Krawczyk of 
the Rogue River Kiwanis 
said. 

Many of the cars will 
come from outside the 
area, but, as Krawczyk 
said, "there are a lot of 
car buffs in the area." 

The show will cause a 
little bit of a traffic diver- 
sion. Pine Street to Third 
Street will be closed dur- 
ing the car show. Traffic 


See CAR SHOW page 11 


CAR SHOW from page 10 
between Beck Field and 
Rogue River Elementary 
School, returning to Pine 
Street via Fourth Street. 

In 2019, the Kiwanis 
Club with the Rooster 
Crow Committee, took 
the drivers seat to make 
the event happen once 
more. 

Krawczyk said, “we'd 
never run a car show, so 
part of it was not having 
the manpower and not 
having the knowledge, 
for sure." 

A separately created 
Rooster Crow committee 
includes supporters from 
all over the community. 
It's coordinated by Shelli 
Spencer. Carol Weir coor- 
dinates the booth rental 
in the Rooster Crow mid- 
way. 

The Rooster Crow 
committee is looking for 
new members and new 
ideas. 


- Sandwiches E Ei 
- Cold Deki Satad Case 


gre <a 5a 


MMA 


- and the Coldest Beer tr Mount 
Fult Sowitee Cas Stalion 


Qaen Ev 


"It's always good to 
get other people's input," 
Krawczyk said. "We didn't 
know (the demand) for 
the car show until people 
came and asked us, 
‘Where's the car show?’" 


Our communities are 
rich with hidden gems 
like shops, restaurants, 

and events like . 
Rooster Crow. 
So, share the love! 
When you bring a 
friend or make a 
recommendation, our 
community thrives. 


j 
i 
I 


UMPQUA 
BANK 


110 Pine Street | Rogue River 
541- 582- 3216 


tomber FDC 
Eqn it Hoong Lender GY SBA Fretcrod Lender 


es — 
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REAL ESTATE GROUP 


PAM VANARSDALE, PRINCIPAL BROKER 


541660-4414 


MY OFFICE IS MOVING BUT I’M STILL YOUR HOMETOWN REAL 
ESTATE EXPERT AND AVAILABLE FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE 


NEEDS! 


re 7AM - 9PM Mon 


eye ghee 
5676 E. P Evatt Crock Rout. ou) D62- Ke 
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SUPPORTER OF 
TH ANNUAL 
UE RIVER 

TER CROW! 


FREE INSPECTIONS 
AND ESTIMATES 
RESIDENTIAL 
COMMERCIAL 


money 
AND win 
the battle 
against 
bugs! 
° Termites 


e Carpenter Ants 
e Fungus, mold 


‘pee 


& dry rot 
=n = © Vapor Barriers 
G ¢ ° Insulation 


e Wood Beetles 
e Rodents ¥ 
* Spiders &all 5 
other pests 
° We offer state-of- 


the-art wireless 


st treatment camera video 


amer only q inspection 
a, go * Our work is fully 
guaranteed 


° We do termite & 


RACERS from page 8 


won in Rogue River on 
Rooster Crow weekend 
that year. 

The time trials and 
race can be seen from ei- 
ther side of the river, un- 
derneath the Depot 
Street Bridge. 

The main race is con- 
ducted over three laps 
from a spot a mile down- 
river from the Bridge to 
the 1-5 Riffle at Twin 
Bridges. The drivers do 
not continually race, but 
move only in one direc- 
tion out of safety con- 
cerns. 

Dickerson said the 
season was "going good" 
with high water in the 
Rogue River during Boat- 
nik and Agness. He said 
Reinhart, who finished 
second at Hoopa and 
third at Boatnik, is also 
having a strong season. 
He also mentioned a 
rookie, Chris Smith, who 
finished 10th at Boatnik. 

Following races for 
the Rooster Crow crowd 
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in 2016 and-2017, the 
races were paused for a 
year in 2018 due to low 
water concerns in 2018 
before returning in 2019. 

Dickerson said high 
water, even with its chal- 
lenges, is still better than 
low water. 

"You can still have big 
rollers and rapids that 
can create a problem, 
like | had at Agness (he 
crashed but was safe),” 
Dickerson said. He was 
in fourth place before 
the back of his boat 
sunk, causing him to flip 
and be thrown out of 
the boat. Both he and 
his boat were towed out 
of the water. 

Racers have to con- 
trol their speed, but if 
they slow down too 
much, the nose of their 
boat can dip into the - 
water and cause them to 
stall. 

Come and watch Cal- 
Ore Racers during Roos- 
ter Crow to see who 
takes home a win and 
bragging rights! 
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Celebrating 75 years, Southern Oregon Sanitation 
has been a family owned and operated business 
specializing in waste management systems. 


We are your neighbors who share a common 

» interest in the well-being of the communities we 

4 live in by supporting home-town traditions like 
f 

LAA the Rooster Crow event. 


» Over the years, we have significantly increased 
our capacity to serve Josephine County and 
surrounding areas, including territories in Jackson 
County. Our goal is to consistently enhance our waste management systems to be 
efficient, cost effective and sustainable. 
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70 YEARS AGO: 
CROW STARTED AS A BET 


Rooster Crow turns 
70 this year. 

Who would have 
thought that something 
inspired by old Welsh 
traditions — rooster 
crowing contests held 
during holiday celebra- 
tions -— would have 
grown into a major an- 
nual event? 

According to old press 
accounts, in 1953, a local 
named Shade Combs re- 
membered stories of 
Welsh coal miners and 
their holiday rooster 
crowing contests. Combs 
felt that such a contest 
would be a great way to 
generate publicity and 
help promote local busi- 
nesses. 


See BET page 19 
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FAMILY PRACTICE CLINIC 


Brias Mateja~D.0. © Heather Merlo~M.0. © Cora Haze~P.A.-€ ¢ Rachel Boyle, P.A-C. 
rogueriverfpe.com 


Rogue River PC has been a parmer with AllCare Health since 1994 


509 EAST MAIN STREET * ROGUE RIVER « 541-582-0505 
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SPOTLIGHT: ROGUE RIVER KIWANIS 


AWARDS PROGRAMS 


For over a century, Ki- 
wanis International has 
created opportunities for 
children to learn, experi- 
ence, dream, grow, suc- 
ceed, and thrive. Service 
is the heart of every local 
Kiwanis club and your 
local Rogue River Kiwanis 
team meets their high 
standards. 

An example of giving 
local children opportuni- 
ties comes in the form of 
fundraising for scholar- 
ships. In 2019, graduating 
seniors received $3500 in 
scholarships from Kiwa- 
nis. 

Also, every month 
during the school year in 
partnership with their 
faculties and administra- 
tion, the Rogue River Ki- 
wanis Club recognizes 
students from each class 
of the Rogue River Jun- 

‘jor/Senior High School 
i(RRJSHS) and one junior 
‘and one senior high 
: school student from the 
:South Valley Academy 
’ (SVA) as Students of the 
‘ Month. 
. A counselor, from 
.RRJSHS and SVA, receives 
‘srecammendations -from 
“the teachers.and:then or- 
. chestrates.a confidential 
voting from their com- 
, plete staff team to deter- 
mine each  month’s 
‘ recipients. 


The students and their 
guests attend one of the 
monthly Kiwanis lunch 
meetings at the Live Oak 
Grange Hall at which time 
they are individually rec- 
ognized for their achieve- 


ments in academic 
growth or excellence, 
school/class leadership, 
community service, 


and/or extracurricular ac- 
tivities. In addition to a 
delicious, homemade 
lunch prepared in the 
Grange kitchen, each 
awardee is presented 
with their own certifi- 
cate. Additionally, their 
group photo and names 
appear in the Rogue River 
Press. 

“It’s a great experi- 
ence to meet with these 
students every month 


and have them interact 
with our club,” com- 
mends Kiwanis member 
Art Ferranti. 

“There's a spark and 
energy that emanates 
from them and you can 
just feel they not only a 
real impact in_ their 
school today, but will 
continue to do so in their 
future endeavors, ca- 


Local News. Local Weather. Local Ownership. 


Ly 


reers, and communities.’ 

If you’d like to learn 
more about this or the 
other activities of the 
Rogue River Kiwanis, go 
to their Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/ rrki- 
wanisclub/ and send an 
e-mail or drop by the Live 
Oak Grange on Gardiner 
Street at noon Wednes- 
days. 


Celebrating 70 years of service to Southern Oregon and Northern California. 
We are United in Kindness. 
PAGES 


ROOSTER CROW 
KICK-OFF DINNER 


WE'LL BUY ‘cor ave: 
YOUR CAR, 


“kick-off” dinner, | 


to be held this year 

on June 23 from 

all (=> River Community 
DON'T BUY AINE 


4:00 p.m. to 5:00 

} Center, roosters are 
given permission by 
Rogue River's Mayor 
to “strut their stuff” 
during the National 
Rooster Crow 
Festival. 

And, the “finely 


GRANTS PASS 
TOYOTA 


541.476.6858 ¢ grantspasstoyola.com 


Dean Stirm 
Agent 


99 Pine Street 
Rogue River, OR 
97537-9428 


Bus: 541-582-1234 
Cell: 541-660-4537 


dean@deanstirm.com 


ROCKET Mortgage 
NMLS MLO #326776 


The greatest compliment you can give is a referral. 
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p.m. at the Rogue ™ 


At the the annual dinner, the Mayor will read the Rooster Crow 


Proclamation and officially begin the Rooster Crow festivities. 


clad” fowl are 
allowed to display 
their plumage and 
“crow to their heart's 
content without fear 
of retribution” — 


meaning the mayor 
will grant the poultry 


NA 


Veneer Products ° www.murphyplywood.com 


Proud Supporter of 
Rogue River’s 
Rooster Crow 


MURPHY 


e Hardwood Plywood 
e Engineered Wood Products 
e Softwood Plywood 


a 24-hour amnesty. 

The roosters (or 
hens) in the 24 hours 
preceding Friday 
night's are not so 
lucky; a barbecued 
chicken dinner is the 
main course! 


—— 


NATIONAL ROOSTER CROW 
GRAND MARSHALS 


1978 Anna Classick 

1979 Carl "Bud" Dick 
1980 Shade Combs 

1981 Dennis Hitch | 
1982 Glen Wooldridge 
1983 Jim & Lottie Martin 
1984 Carl "Bud" Magerle 
1984 May Ellis 

1985 Mabel Rigel 

1986 Hugh Hartman 
1987 Georgia & Carl Lane 
1988 Jeanette Umscheid 
1989 Walter Dennis 
1990 Royal Deland 

1991 Jim & Lottie Martin 
1992 Gary Chittum 


See Us 


1992 Sally Holiday 

1993 Colista Moore 

1994 Dick Skevington 
1995 Roy Milton 

1996 Jim Craig 

1997 Dorothy Finney 
1998 Dick Handbury 

1999 Dave Thomas 

2000 Dale Hatch 

2001 Bob Kirkwood 

2002 Fred Boettcher 

2003 Bob Gail 

2004 Nancy Bradley 

2005 Charlie Weaver 
2006 John & Treeva Schaeffer 
2007 Hope Warren Family 


During 


Rooster Crow Weeke 
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2008 Tom Artoff 

2009 Ellen & Ralph Campbell 
2010 Nick Niquette 

2011 Wanda Nesbit 

2012 Neathamer Family 
2013 John Bond 

2014 Sam & Marilyn Evensizer 
2015 Larry Wills 

2016 Alice Hatch 

2017 Lawrence Martin 

2018 Dennis Artoff 

2019 Pam VanArsdale 

2022 Rick & Maggie Clark 
2023 Andy & Sherry Prudhon 


EMPLOYEE ONES! ee 


- 
a 


mn, wo fresh Praduce 
—y Grab-and-Go Deli 


CROWING 70 YEARS AND COUNTIN G 


Rogue River’s famed 
Rooster Crow Contest 
started in 1953 as a clever, 
some say silly, way to let 
folks know that Rogue River 
is a town, not just a river. 

Shade Combs, inspired 
by the tale of Welsh coal 
miners who staged colorful 
rooster crowing contests 
during their holidays, 
shared the idea with fellow 
merchants interested in 


Rooster Crow circa 1954. 


generating a little publicity 
and self-promotion. 

Combs’s _ proposition 
was accepted by the Rogue 
River Booster Club and 
funds were set aside for a 
cash prize for the owner of 
the rooster that crowed the 
most within a 30-minute 
period. 

The first contest was 
held May 23, 1953. There 
were 75 roosters perched 


and ready to let loose when 
Chief of Police William 
Peters fired the opening 
gun at 10 a.m. The caged 
cocks were free to crow for 
half an hour. Hollerin’ Harry 
crowed 71 times and 
earned his owner $50. 
Now, $50 was a sizable 
sum, considering that in 
1953, gas was 25 cents a 
gallon as were a loaf of 
bread and a gallon of milk. 
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And, coffee was a mere 50 
centsapound. . 

Interstate 5 had yet to 
be built, but still more-than 
500 people traveled to the 
tiny hamlet of Rogue River 
to witness the contest held 
at City Park. 

The contest continued 
to entertain even after the 
final cock-a-doodle-doo.. 
Grants Pass auctioneer 


See70 YEARS page 21 


ROOSTER CROW 
CONTEST RULES 


On the day of the 
Rooster Crow, fill out an 
entry form. Entry forms 
are available at the 
registration booth set up 
at the Crowing Contest 
area. No prior 
registration will be made. 

Entries will be 
accepted from 10:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. At the time 
of registration, the 
roosters will be left in the 
Rooster Crow Arena. 


There is NO ENTRY FEE. 


At 2:30 p.m., the 
Crowing Contest gets 
underway as the judges 
to start counting the 
utterances of the 
feathered contestants. 
For 30 solid minutes, the 
crows of each rooster are 
recorded by their private 
judge. Scores are tallied 
and awards are made at 
3:15 p.m. 

Cash prizes — are 
presented to the owners 


of the top three 
contenders. Those 
wishing to participate 
must abide by the 
following rules: 

1. One rooster per 
person. 

2. The rooster must be in 
the cage. 


3. Entrant must furnish 
one judge 14 years of age 
or older. 

4. Crow tallies may be 
verified by Crow officials 


at any time. 
5. No mechanical, elect- 
rical, physical, or 


chemical stimulants or 
devices will be allowed in 
the cage with the rooster. 
6. In no case will the 
roosters be abused or 
mistreated. 

Interpretation, appli- 
cation and enforcement 
of these rules are the 
prerogative of the Rogue 
River Kiwanis Club and 
violations may result in 
warning or  disquali- 
fication. 


121 PINE STREET 
— 641-582-4203 


order online at 
ww.abbys.com 


- THE BEST DOUGH | 
FOR ROOSTER CROW 
>\ 


BET from page 14 


The idea was to see 
which rooster could crow 
the most within 30 min- 
utes — and its owner 
would win money if it 
crowed the most. 

Combs'. fellow mer- 
chants and the _ local 
Booster Club thought it 
would be a good idea 
and a cash prize was es- 
tablished. May 23, 1953, 
marked the first Rooster 
Crow — more than 500 
people were in atten- 
dance and there were 75 
roosters and their own- 
ers in the contest. 

Hollerin' Harry was 
the winner, netting his 
owner the tidy sum of 
S50. 

The contest was such 
a success, having drawn 


media attention from as 
far as Portland, that 
Rogue River held another 
one Sept. 5 that same 
year. 

June 1954 marked the 
next event, which drew 
in more than 2,000 peo- 
ple — far more than they 
had originally antici- 
pated. 

From that point on, 
Rooster Crow has contin- 
ued to grow and is now 
one of the most well- 
known events in the 
Rogue Valley. Over the 
years, a parade was 
added, along with a 


human crowing contest. 
And, now, people can 
also enjoy a classic car 
show, art shows and 
hundreds of vendors. 
Not bad for a little 
rooster crowing contest. 


https: 
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TAILHOLT HOPE 


P.O. BOX 1706 ROGUE RIVER, OR 97537 
tailholthope@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/TailholtHope 
Oregon nonprofit charitable 501c3 Corporation 


What is Tailholt Hope? 

Tailholt Hope is a local organization serving our 
Community. Our programs include local and military 
school supply giveaways, 

Youth Scholarships, partnership in local Christmas 
project for families in need funded by our Christmas 
tree auction, Christmas gifts for local & military children 
& Halloween activities for local youth. 

Tailholt Hope is also proud to be your local organization | 
to grace Rogue River with Flags around town on special 
holidays. 


Watch for us at the parade!! 


NATIONAL ROOSTER CROW 
PAST CHAMPIONS 


1953 Hollerin’ Harry 


1953 Beetle Baum ...... ccc eee c crc ccccees He 
VOSS ROCKY sy asiccsre-cectere OR Ky ois a sete Sretehotopemateneies eles 79 
1955 Prince Albert..... Mew eepetas Seance Ol 
1956 Briggs ..... ah scees oa lov duavorafetopete eters ioistare 70 
UCEYE(ECIGHS aoboadcoconccccaacec bieieheteveles 6: s0%K6 66 
1958 Rusty...... site “axe “Sekasorg eeetererane prevaWetovess.0 syste 68 
1959 Sandy............ steie'e tome atatevelereretste’s ates oO 
1960 Jerome............. RS Oct OCT ..67 
1961 Rascal ........... cveie ete fohereter stern (ehavs wees 69 
1962 Geronimo........ sjeleceetetetede A Cette OPue Cat 63 
1963 Mac-ADo...... ovacaveasaneseheters Teter tetaretels 6 ...90 
T964:MaG'S JOC aie crerciece otis leveterereteletetete sfotetererere cc 69 
1:965iBlack’ Fella sci. favs = seteverereteretevericteieletere's oe 71 
TOGO DrUrmiStlCK tein ccna 0 erotereteteteveleRenenenerels: svar 80 
TOGERINKY Dit kacaee eareierore 1 ete crete ei evereteic: aio ore 49 
TOGSMKBING Fides ct cscre ova orotvopetetetetebetetetet eters sae 63 
ahclel Ell] l=) pen GAMA Oeoo OO COON eo bo OUOD 71 
LV OTOPR OX 2. sreraseccrore is olotesereve crkoteretercn enero ee! s. a0 <0 70 
1971 Super Chicken.......... ccc cee e ec ceenees 85 
1972 Tom Dooley ...... cece c nen cc cn cecrenee 73 
1973 Great Speckled Bird. .............0e00-. 63 
VOTAWWAT Bi race ace Seen cr ose aseratetezerstemevememere save. ayer 59 
TO ASIRASCUS. - occ8 ci: srevebever ctevnvecetera ae anetrcper ated oo erole 73 
UWS7G' Hamlet ss. bess. eee wee tete oo arn stele 57 
197 DOOMle: DOs... oi tacccis sieves cee ceotetede’s = = ote tens 62 
1978 White Lightning ............cceeewnnes 112 
MOTO GHUNKO Iso cge cree ce wie cteteretetetetnietetebetote!s oceycteie 98 
1980 Lewis (of Lewis & Clark) ............028. 87 
VOBUGrOW 2 SOC heres oic io iecs wvsieteretetetetovere sic ctevele 82 
TSO82: Crow MSOC... cease aie c cyeetetteeteketors echoes 65 
TOSSiGrOW. MOC ete clere ote ic cere etetcletatetete «/c'e clelajels 70 
1984 Chicken Little .... 0... cc cece eee tenes 83 
1985 Crystal's Silver Streak. teeatancretele (ete, «i: cictateye 61 


1986 Rosebud ............:. We myetahete. 6 6c csetete:e.0 90 
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1987 RedlandjRedics <n... 6. 0c. wie kc oe ee 48 
1988: WINE. GroWse trace cie.c ceisie soe ese ROO 56 
1989 HOmMiyscietacrsrecctyaters acc! Nees 4, ooh deere Mrs 
1990 TOD Vico screte ere ce Sone ais ROC C svete vexeler Bry Al! 
VOOV: Bart sacrer cee. sci ceo f0cel sreceioie RS rt wae KO 
1992 Garth......... syhicte Sista, eset ols "stale oleretere wee 16 
1993 Just a Rooster ...........c00e0ee MAS SACS) 
1994 Just a Rooster.......... Sete State do ate eaeare 68 
1995 Mr. Skinhead ....... cece ncaa enc eeeens . 69 
1996 Fowl Mouth ........... teat stake ier «veeee80 
1997 One Eyed Jack......... ssa. u s¥evelatera, ole ausveenee 31 

1998 Hainkssrcrenceepencre sye.c 0 aie: oe: afeyateteyererstarereie shaver OO 
1999 Henry Rooster.......... ccc cece ncn nnnen 42 
2000 Love Machine ......... ccc ennecccenene 36 
2001) Splash. fries cre a.ccerarevevere Gree scotd scoters seep atatete 49 
ZOO2Z WatfiGlah, ser. 0 fe: cccrereicis wel averals terete olateter steers 46 
2003 Stew M. Wright. ..........ccccerneeccee 25 
PAIL ne eocddagoonoancnoccsanonouboodes 42 
2005: BiWereckak.. 1 eee. Se ee ee eee 107 
2OOG WINGHESEONE coo: cckefeccevele okie «thereto 0 0: sieheserere 30 
ZOOT Rau lic en. ckerepetaneyete dew ces ators pte teen pave ener cuerete 45 
ZOOS Chi atles: ee ee rchae ote ate tere cdecete: crsyatiare o aveyateneeece 36 
ZOOS BLUTRY, <2 crercperote oevca es cotees ca roe cceie sete 42 
2010: Bye Bye: BOD... t52. cen jc ss we ee oe eee 63 
2011 (Bye Bye’ Bob |. 3.50 een. eee es cliente 63 
2012: GEORG Cate cae oor os rates. o cieeiee sleeve 44 
2013 Lil? Lung Larry......... Ae 64 
ZO 4s BOM eiete cio aie ever n oe eect eeavatere er reitretoatets 40 
201.5 CrOWRKDOUN aie aie al eteleletejoregeis ereter sie sieterersiee ens 52 
2016 BULEE REED io.) cco rece cveteneta ctevexe efeiebavereorshevele 31 

PAV) al C1 =| ee eRe econ Hcmocdoo Gage ob 45 
ZOTS PHO CMIX Eo. creveicocrecepateradere soe ote e ej ehavere ereretecetete 43 
ZOU OSKYAHU ore. Seiarel a oteraxe <caieloyapers’e eer sts feperete were 
2022 Chris Rock..... beeen eee eee eee ee end Bb 
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70 YEARS from page 18 


off the fowl---some had 
gone afoul, ruffling the 
feathers of their coop-side 
handlers. 

Silent Sam owned by Bill 
Reeder was offered first. 
Having lived up to his 
name, his owner 
disgustedly bid 10 cents 
and then watched a flurry 
of bidding. After high 
bidder Harold McKenzie 
paid $50, there was a rush 
of rooster owners hoping 
to cash in, but the bidding 
dropped rapidly. 

A drizzling rain that 
turned to a downpour 
failed to dampen the spirits 
of the spectators or the 
boosters, and Medford, 
Grants Pass and Portland 
media gave the crow fest 
such favorable publicity, 
the boosters decided to 
hold a second contest on 
September 5, 1953. 

According to a Rogue 
River Press article 
published in June 1954, 
organizers expected 1,500 


people to attend that 
summer’s crow fest. 
Instead, 2,000 folks poured 
into the city and witnessed 
Rocky knock out the 
competition with 79 crows. 

Before all the cock-a- 
doodle-doo-ing _ begins, 
there is a rooster-themed 


parade---this year, the 
theme is “Makin’ a Splash!” 
in addition to 


memorabilia, roosters will 
appear everywhere---on T- 
shirts, hats, banners, 
aprons, shoes and flags, 
and in the form of rooster 
statues and stuffed 
roosters. 

The late Charlie Weaver, 
a Kiwanian and a local 
Realtor, had a front row 
seat at the Rooster Crow 
ever since that first one in 
53. 

“| remember when it 
was held down on Depot 
Street,” he recalled once. 
“Cages lined each side of 
the street, and there were 
roosters and people up and 
down, all along the curbs.” 

He also laughed at the 


memory of one contest 
that started with a bang. 
The police chief was to 
blow a whistle at 10 a.m. to 
signal the start. No one 
heard the whistle, so he 
fired his pistol. 

“Everyone was scared 
silly, the roosters too,” he 
added. 

From Depot Street, the 
contest moved to where 
the Umpqua Bank parking 
lot is today. For years, 
festivities were held at 
Wards Creek Park, 
explained Weaver. 

“Well, the freeway took 
out the park, and that 
ended that,” he added. 

The Rogue River Lions 
Club took over from the 
Rogue River Boosters Club, 
and since 1993, the Kiwanis 
have been lead organizers 
with the support of the City 
of Rogue River. 

These days, the Rooster 
Crow shares the spotlight 
during what has become an 
entire weekend of activities 
a parade, the National 
Human Crow contest, a 


FAMILIES IN THE ROGUE RIVER AREA 


ARE INVITED TO JOIN PACK 3027! 
Over the summer, Cub Scouts and their - 
families will have outdoor adventures: 

Hiking fishing games parades 

field trips and so much more! 


For more informaton, contact Ross Boydell: 
& (541) 659-1608 © lledyob.1@gmail.com 


PAGE 21 


show, 
arts and 


classic car 
entertainment, 
crafts, and food. 

The weekend-long 
festival really starts rockin’ 
and rollin’ during 
Saturday’s paradefloats, 
marching units, horses, 
dogs, llamas, and folks in 


rooster costumes head 
down Main and Pine 
Streets. Hundreds _ of 
people line the streets 


between the Rogue River 
Shopping Center and 
Rogue River Elementary 
School. 

“This all seemed hokey, 
when | moved here in 
2002,” said Holly Spitz, then 
a member of the Chamber 
of Commerce. “First, you 
ask yourself why, and then 
you find yourself saying 
why not!” 

“No one can figure out 
why, it just is,” said Weaver. 
“People love it. It’s just a 
whole lot of fun.” 

Added Spitz: “This is 
small town America. This is 
what we do.” 


ROOSTER CROW PARK READY 


Rooster Crow Park Splash Pad 


after approaching the 
U.S. National Guard to 
inquire about its 
Innovative Readiness 


Nine years after it 
bought the property from 
the Rogue River School 
District, a couple of years 


uy 
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Training program, and 
after trying for years for 
Oregon Parks and 
Recreation grant funding 
to help pay for the work, 
and with only two days 
before its first official 
use... 

Rooster Park is ready to 
go! 

In a brief tour for local 
officials, business people, 
and the media, leaders 
from the Washington 
National Guard 176th 
Engineers' Company pre- 
sented Rooster Park as it 
stood following about 
two weeks of work to fol- 
low up their three weeks 
in Rogue River in July 
2021. 

The highlights were the 
much-anticipated switch 
on of the splash pad, its 
jets of water shooting 
high into the sky and then 
changing patterns, and 
the placing of a weather 
vane, in the form of a tra- 
ditional rooster, on top of 
the pavilion building. 


Then City Administra- 
tor Mark Reagles perse- 
vered with the project 
from its beginning, look- 
ing for funding through a 
State Parks and 
Recreation, being passed 
over the first try, and 
finding out about the 
National Guards 
Innovative Readiness 
Training program through 
its work in Albany, also 
received challenged 
coins. 

"He initially started this 
many years ago," Roach 
said. "Now we can actual- 
ly see the (conceptual) 
drawing realized." 

Captain Lee Roach of 
the Washington National 
Guard (see _ picture) 
stands as the stream of 
water from the Rooster 
Park splash pad flies into 
the air during a demo. 
The splash pad was in use 
during the 2022 Rooster 
Crow weekend, and will 
again be used for the 
2023 Rooster Crow event. 
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CHRIS ROCK: ol CROWS FOR WIN 


With the last Rogue 
River National Rooster 
Crow Championship oc- 
curring three years prior 
in the lot on the corner 
of Pine and First Streets, 
now Officially known as 
Rooster Park, Saturday's 
crowing championship 
seemed nostalgic, a 
peek, for about an hour, 
into pre-2020, the “old 
days." 

They saw a rooster 
whose roots come from 
half a world away, who 
laughs every morning to 
wake his owners, and 
who laughed to victory 
in the 69th rooster crow- 
ing contest. 

Chris Rock, named 
after the famous come- 
dian, so-called because 
he makes his owners 
Gary and Erika Marquez 
of Tualatin laugh every 
morning, sounded off in 
a distinctive way the 
Ayam Ketewa chickens 
run up to their crow, a 
chuckling sort of ramp- 


* Crow opecia 


Chris Rock, an Ayam Kettawa rooster, crowed 81 times to easily win in 
the 2022 Rooster Crow National Championship. 


ing up to full crow. This 
run-up has given the 
Ayam Ketawas_ the 
moniker of "the laughing 
chickens from Indone- 
sia." 

Unlike the actual 
Chris Rock, who took a 
famous slap a couple of 
months ago, the feath- 
ered Chris Rock felt no 


such slight, as he had a. 


hot start and crowed a 
great 81 times. 

The Marquez's re- 
ceived the top prize at 
$150. 


Buy One, Get One 1/2 Off 


expires 3-30-23 


“He makes us_ laugh 
every morning," Gary 
Marquez said. "He once 
got us kicked out of a 
KOA park because he 


‘i Well @ Pump § 


crowed so much." 

Chris Rock had 21 
crows just seven minutes 
into the half-hour con- 
test, appearing to be ina 
close contest with Mr. 
Oreo (17 at the same 
point) and Hash Brown 
(16), but in the next six 
minutes, Mr. Rock-had 
crowed 17 times to Mr. 
Oreo's eight times. 

Halfway through the 
30 minutes, Chris Rock 
had more than 40 and 
kept the pressure on, 
credited with 71 with 
five minutes left and 
sounding off ten more 
times down the stretch. 
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SERVING THE ROGUE VALLEY 


24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 


Water Sampling - Well Flow Testing 


541-582-HELP (4357) 
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